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6 The Caſe of Subſcription 


ed with relation to the Power of demand- 


ing bach a Subſcription ; -—The Expediency of 


exerciſing ſuch a Power; ---and the Nature 
and Extent of the Subſcription it ſelf ; it will 
not be improper to examine particularly into 

this Subject. : 3 | 
A Diſcourſe of this kind may be thought 
the more ſuitable,. becauſe the Audience, de- 
fore whom Tſpeak, is eſpecially Intereſted in 
this Point. Theſe Teſts of our Opinions, in 

religious Matters, are not only requir'd of us 
at our Ordinations, but upon ſeveral other Oc- 


caſions to be repeated by us. We therefore 
are concern'd, in an extraordinary manner, to 


examine into this Subject; as well for the pri- 

vate Satisfaction of our own Minds, as to juſti- 

fy our Conduct and Behaviour to the World. 
But, before I proceed farther, it will be ne- 


ceſſary to offer ſome Obſervations concerning 


the true State of the Subject before us: be- 


1 * 


cauſe, by not . to This, We 
| main Point, and per- 
Mcult to be anſwer d. 


ſhalt be led. off from 
1175 d wich Objections diſh 
frer which, I will diſtinctly conſider the prin- 
_ Queſkions, which ariſe from the Subject 
The Cafe then, which I have in View at 


preſent, relates to the Thirty-nine Articles of our 


Church. But forafmuch as Theſe eonſiſt of 


Propofitions, tho equally true, yet not of 
equal Importance, it may not be amiſs to ob- 
Fit Place, A Diſtinction ſuggeſted in the 
very Tice of theſe Articles, vis. The Di- 
ſtinction between Articles of Faith, and Arts 
En WH = NOT 


* ” 7 


fv 


diſtinguiſhing and eſſentin! marks of a Chriſtian, 


to Articles of Religion At. * 
cles of Religion. Articles of Faith (in thediriftelt 


| felt py 
Senſe of that Expreſſion) conſiſt only of fun * 
Truths as are fundamental in the C 25 


Scheme: Thele are collected in the*Wpoſtles” 
Creed, and farther explain d in the Arhanafiart 


and Nicene. By Articles of R#ligionwe under- 
ſtand ſuch Truths, as being founded in Sorip- 
ture, the Word of God, * a certain Evi- 
dence; but not bearing f ſo cloſe and immediate 


a Relation to the main Branches of the Chriſtian 
Scheme, are- therefore of an inferiour Nature. 
Having noted this, I am led on ro obſerve 
farther, that as there is, in the Reaſon of 
things, a conſiderable Difference between the 


Caſe of the Clergy and of the Lait Fe fo the Wiſ⸗ 
I 


dom of the Church hath carefully preſerv'd 
this Difference in relation to Subſcriptions. The 


latter, merely conſider d as Chriſtians, are re- 
quir d to profeſs their Belief of the fundamen- 


' tal Articles of our Faith; whiph being firſt 
done in Baptiſm, is afterward repeated in the 


daily Offices of the Church. Ordinarily this 
is all: And other Doctrines, as not being the 


3 true in themſelves) are yet᷑ leſs nedeſ- 

ary to be diſtinctly underſtood, and explicit 

y profes by by abe But much more may 

ably be dematided from thoſe, who are 

— officiate in ſacred Matters. A clearer and 

fuller Comprehenſion of the ſeveral Fruths of 
the Goſpel may be expected from the c 


| than from mere Laymen. And when tis c 
ſider d, that the Clergy are entruſted witli x- 
| plaining, and - inſtructing Men in, the Truths 


of 0 too 9 Cay cannot be: taken, 
tt 


\ 5 


> 20-pregent the in Efes either of their Nus- 


aner Error: For however Theſe may be 


. often pardonable in common Chriſtians, whoſe 
Buſineſs it is to learn; they can admit much 
leſs Excuſe in Clergymen, whoſe Employment 


it is to teach: And the Church would poorly 


have provided for the Reputation of its Mini- 
ſters, and the Safety of the People, if no En- 
quiry were made, what religious Opinions were 
maintain'd by the one, and would probably be 


 infus'd into the other. Hence, as well for the 


fake of publick Good, as of the orthodox Be- 


lief of particular Teachers, a Subſcription to 
Articles of Religion is expected: The Reaſona- 


Bleneſs and Expediency of which Proceeding, I 
Mall more fully repreſent in another Part of 
this Diſcourſe. | TIT 2 7 Ch -dicls? 


I Qam to remark, in the next place, that 


'Thoſe Articles, to which Subſcription is re- 
quir d, ſhould always be collected from, and 
unded on Scripture ; this being the only Rule 
of a Chriſtian's Faith or Belief: But yet it will 
by no means follow from hence, that they muſt 
always be expreſs'd in Scripture Terms. ; 
For, Firſt, There are ſeveral Doctrines, of 
eonſiderable moment, which may be deduc'd, 
by right Reaſoning, from Truths laid down in 
Seripture; and are therefore contain'd in the 
facred Writings, ot in direct and expreſs Terms, 
but virrually'and by Implication. Theſe, if at all 
(ford, mult be expreſs d in a mere human 


Others there are, repreſented in Expreſſions, 


wich, taken by themſelves, are of a very 
_ doabtjul Meaning and Signification; = are 
= 1 eter- 
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ſtances of the Place in which they are fond: 


geterminate in the ſacred Writings : In ſuch 


Caſes as theſe, we ſhall be oblig'd to vary the 


Expreſſion in order to retain the Senſe. 

To this it may be added, that there are 
other Doctrines, which are rather preſervative 
of Scripture Truth, than directly expreſs'd in 
Scripture : Thus for Inſtance ; 'The Church of 
Rome having advanc'd very groundleſs and dan- 
gerous Doctrines concerning Purgatory, Indul- 
gences, and the like, it hath been judg d pro- 


per to declare againſt theſe Errors, and to 


guard againſt ſuch Corruptions, by! requiring 


[every Miniſter ro ſubſcribe a Condemnation of 


them. But can jt be expected that every reli- 
gious Error ſhould be diſtinctly mention d in 


Scripture? Is it nor ſufficient to lay down 
the Truth, vithout reciting every Poſition 
inconſiſtent with! it? Or, is no erroneous Opi- 
nion to be condemn'd, Which is not in expreſs 
Terms condemn d in Scripture ? If Notions of 
this kind are not to be admitted, then ſome. 
Articles may reaſonably be propos d, which are 
not expreſs d in Scripture Terms. 


One thing yet remains in order to the Full 


State of this Subject; and that is, Lo conſider 


What is implied in the Subſcription it ſelf; Whe- 


ther it expreſſes our Aſſent to the Truth of the 
Articles ſubſcrib'd, or be only an Engagement” | 
not to diſpute or contradift them. | 


** 


wil We 


I conceive it will — ; by what I am a- 
dads | : bout 


determin'd, as to their Senſe, 955 he'Circum- 


To draw out theſe Propoſitions from Seripen 3 
and to expreſs them in Scripture Wordt, would : 25 - x x | 
render That indefinite in the Article, which 5 7 
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FEirſt, Beeauſe This ſeems to be implied in 


The Articles therefore muſt be ſuppos'd to 
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10 The Caſe of. Subſcription 1 


the bare AF of Subſcribing; and we ſhould be 
-;; underſtood, by every indifferent Spectator, ax 
_- approving the Truth of thoſe Doctrines, unleſ; 
the Form of Subſcription declar'd the contrary : 
nor would any one be apt to conſider them as 
Articles of Peace, but as Articles of Doctrine. 


Opinions, and for eftabliſhing Conſent touching true 
Religion: But This End cannot be obtain'd, un- 


What hath been here ſaid will receive greater 


bout. to offer, that our Subſcription amounts ui fem 
an Approbation of, and Afent to the Truth of thy — 
ines ſubſcrib'd. And that 


1 


This Notion is farther confirm'd by the very 
Title of the Articles themſelves; For they are 
ſaid to be fram d for the avoiding Diver ſities of 


leſs they are Subſcrib'd as Truths aſſented to. 


Weight from conſidering the Declaration in the 
36th Canon; in which we acknowledge Al the 
Thirty-niue Articles to be agreeable to the Word of 
God; and conſequently, to be Truths, which 
we explicitly receive, and not barely Doctrines 
not to be oppos d. 215 62275 

_ Laſth, Let it be remember d, that the Rea- 
ſon why the Clergy in particular are requir'd to 
ſubſcribe, is this; becauſe they are Teachers *. 


33 co a. a dr: at 


contain Doctrines to be taught and inculcated 
on the People; and concerning which, it is not 
ſufficient in a Teacher to be filent. Were the 
Caſe otherwiſe, it would follow, that the Peo+ 
ple are only guarded againſt the Errors of their 
Paſtors, but not entitl'd to any Aſſiſtance from 


See the Act 13-Elizab, which requires Subſcription' 


C TIS A 
them. 


5% eArticles M Religios &. 1 
bem. Bur if Teachers are to explalipand re 
mmend theſe Doctrines, then a" M 
go them uſt imply a Belief of them; unleſ: 


it 


6 
- 


4 


cndemn as Falſe. 


em as ¶ confider t | 
N rie from it: And theſe are, 


'are W Hrſt, What Right or Power the Church hath 
es of ¶ to demand ſuch Subſcriptions. = 
rue Secondly, How far it may be reaſonable and 
un- expedient to exerciſe this Power. And, 


Perſons, who ſubmit to this Power and make 
heſe Subſcriptions. | 


For the better Deciſion of the firſt Queſtion, 
We are to conſider the Church, not barely as 
a Number of Perfons, who profeſs a Belief in 
Jeſus Chriſt as they promis d Meſſias, but as a 
„religious Body or Society of Men; who are united 


as Founder of this Society. Thus is it con- 
ſtantly repreſented in the New Teſtament. But 
were there nothing of this kind diſtinctly in- 
culcated in the facred Writings, yet would 


__— 


= * A== ww 


Men be naturally led to unite together, as 


well in a religious, as a civil Capacity. Fheir 
common Concerns in ſpiritual Affairs render 
ſuch an Union defireable; and the evident In- 
tereſts of Religion make it both expedient and 


neceſſary. Upon this Account, tho the Scriptures 


were 


1 | 
de maintain d, that ir is reaſonable to recom s 
nnd as True, what in our own Opinions W 
Having proceeded thus far in ſtating this 
rary; Subject, it will be proper that I tho ow. 7 
he moſt important Queſtions which _ 


Thirdly, What Obligations are laid on thoſe 


0 under Chriſt the ſupreme Governour, as well 
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The Caſe * Subſcription 
e Hel j + on: this Head, yet the Expediengd | 
i 8 ß into a religious Union might influe 
- thoſe who. are 2ru/ Religious ; and the Reale 
08 the thing be a e Manifeſtation of the 
5 1 of 25 2 NR” 
This Point being once gain 4, avi; „ the 
0 Church i is @ Society, it follows, that it muſt be 
inveſted with all thoſe Powers which are eſc- 
tial to A Society : and to deny it any of thoſe 
Powers, is by conſequence to deny it to be a Society, 
If then the Church hath a Right to all 
| thoſe Powers, which are eſſential to a Society, 
it mult have This amongſt others, viz. To pre- 
ſerve it ſelf, as well from the Injuries of dome- 
ſtick as o foreign Enemies; and ſince whoſoever 
bath a Right to the End, muſt have a Right 
alſo to uſe thoſe Means, which are neceſlary 
and conducive to that End, it is a farther Con- 
ſequence, that the Church may juſtly uſe all | 
the proper means of its Preſervation:: And there- 
fore, if the demanding ſuch Subſcriptions, as! 
have before mention d, ſhall appear to be ne- 
cefſary for this purpoſe, it hath and muſt have 
a Right to demand them. 
This is no more than what is allow'd and | 
practis d by all other Societies. Their Good 
or Ill is known to depend on the Qualifica- 
tions of thoſe who preſide in them; and there- 
fore Rules are generally laid down, whereby 
their Merits and Qualifications ſhall be deter- 
'min'd: Nor is a Proceeding of this kind ever 
complain'd of by ſober Men, as a Violation 9 
natural Rights or Priviledges. _ * 
In ſhort, as every Society hath a Right to 
Preſerve itſelf, ſo hath it of Judging * 15 
dthole 


£8 _ g . 1 SR 
ie tens, which arp nocaikry ol 
A dervation'; and; in conſequence of this, 
nll he Qualigearions of thoſe Officers, \y 
be employ in--Fpporting and: defendin 
From whence- it further appears, that it 
have a Right to preſeribe proper Te eſts of | 
Qualifieations: And if Subſcription to a. certain 
Scheme of Doctrines ſhall appear to be fuchs 
proper Teft, then the Church, as a Society, mult 
have a Right to demand ſuch a Subſcription. 0 
This Argument will be confirm'd if we con- 
ſider further, that the Church is a Society, in- 
ſtituted for the Promotion of religious Concerns, 
and the Preſervation of our moſt holy Faith. If 
it be-a religious Society, then the Preſervation 
and Promotion of Religion muſt be its proper 
End : And foraſmuch as the Chriſtian Religion 
conſiſts partly of Duties to be perform'd, and 
partly of Doctrines to be receiv'd, it muſt there- 
Fore be the proper Buſineſs of this Society to 
enforce the One, and to preſerve the Other. It 
is clear from hence, that right Notions concern- 
ing Duty and Faith ought, as far as poſlible, to 
be promoted by the Church ; any notorious 
Errors in either reſpe& tending to undermine 
and deſtroy our Religion. Care therefore 
0d mould be taken that the Duties and Doctrines 
* of Chriſtianity be taught in their primitive Pu- 
* BB rity; and conſequently, that thoſe who Officiate 
ol in the great Work of Teaching be ſuch, as 
4 rightly” underſtand and firmly believe the ſeveral 
Truths of the Goſpel. This muſt be admit- 
Feed] or elſe it muſt be maintain'd, that the 
Church hath no Authority ro purſue the very 
End and Defign of its Inſtitution. Now if the 
2 po C Ort / o- 
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24 Queſtion propos-d;*viz. How far it 2 


hus, as to the Point we are now debating: The 


Method of requiring Sub/criprion to Articles of 


Religion, from thoſe who are to be admitted to 
acred Office, is expedient, as it is the beſt, 


and-indeed<he only probable Means of prevent- 


ing 


T4 Era 8 . 


— — 


and the Propagation of Truth. | 


to „Ane of Religion ec. 1 7 


ing the corruption of our Faith; and of rot, 
riding that the ſeveral Dodrines of our 152 — 
gion be faith fully inculcated on the People. 
Something to this purpoſe hath — Hig 
before, under the former Head, To which I 
will add here, that as it may reaſonably be 
preſum'd Men s Preaching will be influene d by 
their religious Opinions,” ſo is it that their re- 
hgious Opinions will be kmwn by their Sub- 
feriptions ; and conſequently, by admitting 
none to the ſacred. Office, who refuſe to Sub- 
ſeribe the Articles we are ſpeaking of, due 
care will be taken for the Prevention of Error, 
And an Expedient of this Kind will ap ear 
the more proper, if we conſider, that ſeveral 
pernicious Opinions have, been actually\taught, 
with relation to the Doctrines of the Goſpel. 


The Church therefore canngt be too much on 


her Guard, to prevent, by all poſſible means, 
the ſpreading of theſe C * 1ions, and to ſecure 
the People againſt © Aral Effects of rhele 
Errors. | uy 
Had the Chriſtian Religion been n 


maintain? din its e Purity, af explicjt 


Condemnation ſeveral- poſſible - Hereſies 
might have been elteem d: 5 and ſuch 
Cautions would have been very unſcaſonable, 


if there were no apparent Danger,” Accord 


ingly, the Church hath generally proceeded-i in 
determining concerning particular octrines, 


by this Rule: And perhaps little more was 
originally requir d, in this reſpect, from Pa- 


ſtors, than a Declaration of their Faith, con- 


cerning the fundamental Articles of Chriſt ani- 
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It 1s upon erer, that a Condemnation 
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are oppos'd to thoſe dangerous Opinions, 
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5 | | 10 Ar lic 9 of Neligion & x. 17 | WY Hy 2 * 
also we find ſeveral Deciſions in our Article, — 
the Expedieney of which is ſtuſſicĩentl juſtified! 
by the Circumſtances of Things, and Ooca- 
Gons: of te Times pI ED 
I will 828 2 op pag ru en- 
deavour to ſupport the Point Lam upon, by 
. conſidering; the Conſequences of the oontrary 
— inion. wth 10th 01 Facit} Ta 09536 
h Thoſe who aflert that Subſcription to Arti- 
- Wl clesof Religion is inexpedient, muſt maintain 
— one or other of theſe Schemes: Either, 
2 Firſt, That wo Enquiry at all ought to be 
t made about the Religious Opinions of thoſe Per- 
h ſons, who offer themſelves for the facred Mi- 
That an Aſſent to the Truth of Chriſt's 
| Meſaſhip is ſufficient for this Purpoſe 5 Or 


ele, 


- Laſih, That Faith in the Scriptures as the - 
Mord of God, with an Engagement to Preach. | 
what ſhall appear to be contain d in Scripture, 
f is all that can reafonably be demanded. Let 
us conſider each of theſe Schemes diſtinctly. 
And Firſt then, If no Enquiries are at all 
to be made, about the religious Opinions of 
Chriſtian Teachers, it will follow, that Men 
of any, or indeed ub Religion may yet be qua- 
lied for the Sacred Office: An Abſurdity ſo 
groſs, I ſhall not purſue thro its particular 
Conſequences; but think it ſufficient to have 
juſt noted, hat will be readily exploded bỹ 
Tr 
If an Aſſent to this Propoſition alone, viz. 
Jeſus Chriſt is che Meſſtas, be thought ſufficient 


for 


\ 


ub dpd 

or t ſpeaking of, then let 
it bercaofider 4 — 70 Suppoſition, no 
Froviſion ĩs made for the Belief either of the 


Partitulars of Chriſtianity; or indeed of the 


Chriſtian Religion it ſelf. For, thoꝭ the -Meſ. 
ſiaſbip, and Divine Miſion of Chriſt be the 


Frinciple, on which wer build the Truth and 
Authority) of our Religion, yet this leaves 
Men at Liberty to collect from other Conſi- 


derations Hhat- this Religion is, and pere 


ve are to, find. it: And the Mahometans them- 


ſelves allow ſomething not much ſhort of this, 
when they own, that Jeſus Chriſt is a true 
Prophet. But can any one ſerioully maintain 
that nothing more is neceſſary to qualify a 
Perſon for the Chriſtian Prieſthood, than what 


will readily be allow d by a Diſciple of Ma- 


bomet. 

The Laſt, and indeed moſt plauſible We 
that oan be maintain d, in Oppoſition to the 
Method of particular Suhſcriptions, is this; 
vi. M Peclaration that the Scriptures are 


the Mord af God, with: an Engagement to 
teach what * e do be: contain! di in 


Seripture. 
But may we not e ee 2 Men. 
underſtand by Scripture 7 for they are not al 
ways agreed uponithis: Boint. And if this al- 
ſo muſt be left andetermin d, the Declaration 
propos d will be ſo looſe and; uncertain, that it 
will be difficult to ſay, Mhat Religion is en- 
tertain d by them: For this cannot well be 


known, till we are inform d, here: to find: 
their Religion, and Mat Books they allow to 
be the Word ef God. But if by the. Scriptures. 


they 
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of ſuch a Declaration; will be equally-fayoura- 
ble to the :Swbſcriprrons we are defending. 
To come more home to the Point: Were 
Men entirely agreed as to the Senſe of Scrip- 
ture; and were not: the ſame Paſſages ſome- 


times alledg d ta ſupport very different Do- 


&rines, the Scheme propos d might be thought 
ſufficient : But then it muſt be obſerv d with 
all, that it would on this Suppoſition; co- 


incide with the Method which We inſiſt on; 
and it is: much the fame; Whether we ſub- 
ſeribe to the Scripture in general, whilſt the 


particular Paſſages, contain d in it, are aliłe 


underſtood by all, or elſe make diſtin& Sub- 
ſeriptions to certain. Articles, as truly repre- 


ſenting the Scripture Doctrine. But the real 
State of the, Caſe is otherwiſe: It hath been 


noted before, that very erroneous Doctrines 


have been maintain d, and taught; and the 


Scriptures themſelves alledg'd to patronixe 


theſe Errors : In theſe Circumſtances a Sub- 
ſcription, to the Scriptures at large is by no 
means a ſufficient [Teſt of a Teacher's Ortho- 
doxy : And if ſome Perſons will, by an Abuſe 


of Criticiſm, endeaxour to pervert theſe Wri- 
tings, ſamething ſurely ought to be done to 
guard againſt ſuch Abuſes: and the evident 


Neceſſity. of the thing is enough to defend this 


Practice. 


they mean ome: cemain und dereninin diBloks, | 
(choſe; for Inſtance, which are allow dt be 
Canonical by the Church of Exglauu, ) chemthis 
Declaration will be in a great mea fure ble 
to the ſame Ob jections, which mayibe made a- 
| inſt patticular-Szbſcriptions 2 And tlie ſame 
—— may well be urg din favour 


Again: 
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neſs enough 


And, 


Jachiciem, it will follo, chat no Errors e 


| ſoever;: relating to the, particular Doctrines 


of our Religion, ought to exclude d Man from 
the Work of Teaching; if ye have but Weak⸗ 
to imagine, that the Saered 
Writings are on his ſide. Thus, not only 
Liberty: will be allow d, but countenance given 
to the open — of every poſſible N- 
reſy 3 Exrors, of every kind, will Succellively | 
prevail; The: weaker People will be led by 
the: e of ſome Teachers, and the Sub- 
tlety of others, from one Extream to another; 
whilſt the more indifferent Spectators will be 


tempted: to laugh at all Religion whatſoever. 


Having thus far noted the Inconvenieneics 
rn attend every other Scheme, it will be 
proper that Liſhould now examine, whether 


our oun Mſethod be free from Objection. Now 


the chief Difficulties under which it labours, 
are Theſe 
Hrſt, That che Method of propoſing Artieles 


4. is humanForms;ſeems to derogate from the Di- 


zity , and Authority of the Sacred "wrongs 


Secomdly;: That <a making Subſeription to 
fach Articles a Qualification "a the Sacred 


Office, ĩs an eſtabliſhing! every Error which 


fhall creep into the Church, and a prevent- 
ing the very Poſſibility of Reformation. i 
'The> former Objection may ſeem to re- 


ceive ſome Strength from obſerving, that the 
* allowed, * all e pr 
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vation, And,, if there-ſhould be Obſcurities'or | 
_ Difficulties in ſome, places, yet it cannot be 


bop d that the Thixgs of. Cod ſhall be better ex- 


preſs d, chan in the Morde f God; or that 
uninſpir d and fallible Men ſhall prove ſuren 
Guides, than thoſe Who were #/pir'd, and 
therefore infallible. - . 
The Objection, if it proves any thing, 
proves too much : For, if - Seripture be ex- 
| preſs'd in 1o. clear Terms as to need no; far- 
ther Determination, it muſt be ſo plain as to 
need no farther Explication : Upon which 
Suppoſition, thoſe learned Men have been ill 
employ'd, who have taken ſuch Pains in u- 
 frating the ſacred Writings; and the Preachers 
of the Goſpel may well enough be ſpar d as a 
uſeleſs and infignificant Inſtitution. Beſides; 
When tis urg d that the Scriptures are plain, 
and that the things of God cannot be better ex- 
- preſs'd, than in the Words of God, this muſh 


refer to the Scriptures in their original Lan- 


guage; or to Thoſe Words in which the things 
of God were 3 expreſs d: If this way 
of arguing therefore be admitted, it will fol- 
low, that all Ver ſons and Tranſlations of the 
Bible muſt be condemn'd; becauſe Theſe are 
_ aV/aryingfrom the Words of God, and anaffix- 
ing the Tranſlator s Senſe to the Author's 
Expreſſion. 1 ETSY. 1 85 
But be this as it will; yet it is well known, 
that Words, which had originally a determinate 
Signification, do in Time become uncertain 
and equivocal: and 1 ' however _ 
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2, Cover of Scripture Forms, infinuated Doctrines 1 
directly contrary to Scripture, there would have 

been leſs Occafion for the Method we have : 

| been ſpeaking of: So that this Expedient is | 

what the Church hath rather been forc'd up- | 

on by the unhappy Circumſtances of things, t 

than willingly and of her ſelf choſen. l 


The Second Difficulty in our Method was 

this; That the making Subſcription to par- 

ticular Articles a Qualification for the ſacred 

Office, is an eſtabliſhing every Error which 

ſhall creep into the Church, and a prevent- 

1 ing all Poſſibility of Reformation. 

Lo] We may reply, that according to this way 

of arguing, There ought to be no ſuch thing 

| as human Laws; becauſe theſe may as well 

; be applied to ſupport I, as to promote Good: 
95 And yet this is never, by ſober Perſons, 

—_ an Objection againſt Laws in gene- 

Tal. | | ha 
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Again; for the ſame reaſon that Sulſcrip- 
Church, mult they 'in-like manner maintain. 


foot, there can be no Reformation of Miſtakes, 
uo Miſtakes can ever happen: The Objection 
us againſt the very Difficulty which it urges. - 


jection: Reaſon and Argument, and a due 


by Truth muſt prevail againſt Error : Sup- 


tions of this kind, may be ſuppos'd to eſtas . 
bliſh thoſe Errors, which ſhall creep into the 


and continue that Truth, which once pre- 
vails: And, if it be thought, that upon this 


then (ſuppoſing Men are once in the right) 
therefore anſwers it ſelf; and kindly guards 


But, without taking this advantage, we 
will allow, that we arè, (notwithſtanding all 
the Precautions that can be us'd) liable to 
Miſtakes; and that it may happen, (for it 


hath happen'd in Fact) that Truth ſhall gra- 


dually be corrupted. But then it muſt with- 
all be admitted, that as Error may gradually 
prevail againſt Truth, ſo may Truth gradually 
prevail againſt Error: nor is there any reaſon 
to ſuppoſe, that Falſbood can better maintain 
it ſelf, an “ ĩͤ 

Once more, and to have done with the Ob- 


Conſideration of things, are the Means where- 


poſing therefore that Errors ſhould be intro- 
ducd, and be in a certain ſenſe eftabhiſh'd ; 
yet why muſt the Governing part of the Church 
be alone preſum'd incapable of Convi&ion ? 
The very ſame Means, whereby other Perſons 
may be induc'd to receive the Truth, are e- 
qually capable of influencing them alſo ; and 
therefore there is no Impoſſ;bility that Errors, 
once receiv d, ſhould be reform'd, on the 
dcheme we are defending. Nay, 
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24 The Cafe of . Subſcription” 


| Nay, this is fo fat from being impollible; | 


that: rhe Reformation of. our Church, trom 
the Corruptions of Popery, is a plain Evidence 
of what I have now aſſerted. This great 
Turn and Revolution in Religion muſt be 
aſcrib'd to our Ecclefraſftical Superiors; who, as 


they begun, ſo they finiſh'd the Reformation 


by a proper Care about the Opinions of the 
Clergy. And when Matters are duly conſider'd 


I doubt not but it will be found, that the 


Prote ſtant Religion cannot be Supported, but 


by having Recourſe to the ſame Means, where- 


by it was firſt Eſtabliſn e. 
Thirdly, I will now proceed to the Third, 


and laſt Head propos d, viz. What Obliga- 


tibns are laid on thoſe who Subſcribe to Arti- 
cles of Religion. 19 

T have noted ſomething to this purpoſe in 
the Beginning of this Diſcourſe ; viz. That 
a Subſcription to Articles, is a Declaration of 
our Belief; and implies an Aſent to the Truth 
of thoſe Propoſitions, which are contain'd in 
them. | „ 
All the Conſiderations therefore, which can 


be urg'd to prove our Obligation to moral 


Honeſty, are ſo many Arguments of our Du- 


- ty to ſubſcribe without Equi vocation or Reſerve: 
Nor can any thing be urg d to juſtify or ex- 


cuſe a Prevarication in this reſpect, which will 
not tend to deftroy all mutual 'Truſt and Con- 


fidence amongſt Men. Whoſoever therefore 


is not really perſwaded, that the Doctrines 
contain'd in our Articles are true, cannot 
Subſcribe, without an high Violation of moral 
Honeſty, and a breaking in upon the funda- 


mental 
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mental Principle, on which, all Society muſt 
be built. = %%% 1 
For the ſame Reaſons muſt we cenſure and 
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\ condemn a Subſcribing to our Articles with 


this Reſervation, wiz. As far as they are a- 


greeable with Scripture ; this being a Way of 


cluding theſe Teſts of our religious Opinions, 


and in effect no Subſcription at all. Are the 


Articles of the Church of England, really a- 


greeable with Scripture, or are they not? If 


they are not, then every honeſt Man ſhould 
decline any Subſcription to them; becauſe, 
by this Act, he openly profeſſes his Belief, that 
they are agreeable with Scripture. But if 
any Perſons will however inſiſt on this Reſer- 
vation, then let them conſider that the Sub- 
ſcription and the Reſervation , taken toge- 
ther, amount to this, viz. I do declare, that 
theſe Articles are agreeable with Scriptare , ſo 
far forth as they are agreeable with Scripture. 
This is as much a trifling with common Senſe, 


as with common Honeſty. 


To proceed; It hath been already obſerv'd 
that theſe Subſcriptions are demanded for the 


Satisfaction of our Eccleſiaſtical Superiors con- 


cerning our Sentiments-in religious Matters : 
they muſt therefore imply in them all that is 
neceſſary in order to give the Satigfaction in- 

tended; and conſequently, muſt be underſtood 
in ſuch a Senſe, as will anſwer this Purpoſe. 
From hence it follows, that the Articles ſub- 
{crib'd ought to be underſtood, not indiffe- 
rently in any Senſe, of which the Words may 
of themſelves, be capable; but in That pre- 
ciſe and determinate Signification, which was 
f In 
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others, but our Eccleſiaſtical Governors in ge- 


which we muſt ſubſcribe theſe Articles; and 
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intended by the Zmpoſers of them. This, 1 


_ fay, is plain from hence, that otherwiſe We 5 
evade the Teſt preſcrib'd, and give no Satiſ- KM th: 
faction in the Points demanded. ce! 

But if it be admitted, that We ought to 7 
Subſcribe, not in our own private Senſe, but If 
according to the Meaning and Intention of ſta 

the Impoſers ; It may be further enquir'd, how WI 
we ſhall fix and determine that Senſe; eſpe- ot 
cially ſince there may be Articles expreſs'd |M de 
in ſuch Terms, as make a Solution of this v 
— . 72 EE 5 bi 


Phe Impoſers then in the preſent Caſe of 
Subſcriptions, are, The Governing Part of the 
Church; by which we are not to-undetſtand 
merely the Compilers of the Artieles; or thoſe 
who were Governors of the Church when 
the Articles were compil'd, excluſively of alt 


nerai; it being plain, that we equally receive 
Laws from al our Eccleſiaſtical Governors in 
Succeſſion. 'Theirs therefore is the Senſe, in 


How we may difcover this Senſe, will, I hope, 
appear from the following Conſiderations. 
We may certainly know the Meaning of 
the Impoſers, if the. Article be expreſs'd in 


Words, which have a fingle and determinate 4 
Senſe, according.to the common Uſe of Lan- ; 


guage. And if Words, ſingly and ſeparately 


taken, are loſe and indeterminate, yet their 
Senſe may be fix d by the Circumſtances of the 
Article, in which they are found; and Ex- 
preſſions, of themſelves doubtful, may become 
certain, by conſidering their Coherence with 
other Parts of the Propoſition. It 
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that Propoſitions are expreſs d in ſuch Terms, 
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It may happen however, in ſome Inſtances, 


that the Meaning of Words may not be 
certainly determinable, either by common 
Uſe, or by the Circumſtances of the Article. 
If this prove the Caſe, then we are to under- 
ſtand them in ſuch a Senſe, as is conſiſtent 
with other Articles of Religion: For, being 


oblig d to ſubſcribe to al, we ought - to un- 


derſtand them in ſuch a Senſe, as is conſiſtent 
with all; it being abſurd to declare our Be- 


lief of Contradictions. 


But if Expreſſions ſhould occur, which can- 
not be determin'd by Paſſages in other Articles; 
then will it be proper to enquire, whether 


they may be fix d by our Public Liturgy, or 


by any other Monuments, which have the 


| San&ion of Ecclefiaſtical Authority. The Pro- 
poſitions ſet forth in any of our Articles, 


ought to be underſtood in ſuch a Senſe, as is 


. conſiſtent with every other Determination of 


the Church; becauſe the Church cannot be 
ſuppos'd to intend one thing in ſome of her pub- 
lick Acts, and the direct contrary in others: 


To which we may add, that thoſe who Syb- 


ſcribe the Articles of Religion, are oblig'd to 
admit thoſe other Determinations alſo; and. 
conſequently, mult ſubſcribe them in ſuch a 


ſenſe as will make them agree and be conſiſtent 
with each other. 1 F 


 'Thus far an honeſt and ſincere Enquirer 


may be ſatisfied concerning the Intention of 
the Impoſers, in the ſeveral Articles which we. 
| Subſcribe. | 


ut if it ſhould happen, in ſome few Caſes, 


as 
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222 - Hrticles, or by other publick Monuments of Th 
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Church; then it ſeems clear, that Men 


not different from fome or other of the or- 


dinary Arceptatious of theſe Terms. Such d 


Latitude of Expreſſion muſt certainly admit 


as great a Latitude of Ziterpretation ; and if 4 
Liberty of this kind had not been originally 
. #mended, we may fairly preſume it would; by 


ſome Act or other, have been reſtrain l. 


Too ſpeak ſtrictly, A Subſcription to Sucl 


Articles, can in the Nature of things, amount 
to no more than this: viz. That we renounce 
the ſeveral Doctrines, which are inconſiſtent 
with every Senſe of the Propoſitions, without 
declaring any thing concerning the particular 


and determinate Senſe of them: The Articles, 
taken in one View, are indeed excluſive of 


certain Opinions; and thus a Subſcription to 
them is a Condemnation. of thoſe Opinions + 


But, in another reſpect, they are ſappos'd to 
be ' indeterminate ; and ſo far our Subſcription 


muſt be indeterminate alſo; i. e. it muſt not be 
underſtood as a certain Declaration either of 
this, or that particular Opinion. 5 
From what hath been advanc'd under this 
Head, it will be eaſy to determine concern- 
ing thoſe who contend, that our Articles are 


to be ſubſcrib'd in that Senſe only, wherein 


they are agreeable with Scripture ; or in other 
Words, who explain our Articles by their 
EO OO . 
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*onſequently. TuÞfctibe in that Senſe 8 EE 
. . ut e 2 

point; we wil fuppoſe here,” that me Fro- 

who ſubſcribe; do fubſeribe in ſome fuchi ſeuſe, 

asScripture is the Mord of God, nothing ought 

ſenſe of it, is, 0 him, the true Senſe, theres: | 

poſitions in ſuch a Senfe, as is inconſiſtent witsn 5 

then we may differ very widely in our Con- 


own private e i. of Scriptii 
; and Phich agrees with fach rtr eretatin r. ER 
ee Io prevent all needleſs” Diſpute on 'this r 
| poſitions in ehe 39 Ke way be capable 
1 different grammatical Senſes; and that thoſfſe/e 
65 the Propdfitions, caken by theinfelves, re 
capable of. 8 admit alſo, that foraſmuch 
to be ſubſctib'd in a Senſe contrary td Ser ip- 
ture: And foraſmuch as every Man's ww, 
fore no Man onghr to ſubſcribe to any Fr | wage 
his own Jnterpretations of Scripture. 10 . 
Thus far, I preſume, we are agreed : But | 
cluſion- For, the Scripture is not to be here 


conſider d as explicatory of our Articles, but 
our Articles as explicatory of the Scripture - 

and therefore the Church's Senfe, in the Ar- 

ticles fabfcrib'd, is not to be determin'd by 
conſidering Seripture, but her Senſe of Scrip- 

ture is to be determin'd by conſidering the 
Articles. © To fix then the Church Senſe, we 
muſt have Recourſe to ſome ſuch Rules, as? 
have before propos d: And if it ſhall appear, 
that the Church's ſenſe, thus. diſcover d, is 
inconſiſtent with: what We judge to be the 

true Meaning and Jaterpretatian of Scripture, 

then we cannot, conſiſtently with the common 

Ralls of Hineſh, fubſeribe ac ul 


y * 


9 A 
r N * oy 
r F 
5 IR 
- 7 of oy 
8 


* K 7 >» "ER. ; 
= 0 0 pe nt: ns any . Fer Sz * ; * 1 * 
P : "GE „ 
PP ((c 
_ EE 7,7 os 3 1 . 
n + th % 2 3 — * 


iy 


e 12 on Ty : * 
P 4 7 4 72 1 |, Mes * 
7 ” FO 4 R e Y & 4 - * — 
8 . ; ans th, WW. =» - " 5 v 4 7 5 . 8 3 of oF Wy AL 2 5 
13 A 5 "Fe F | : A 5 2 > 1 ; 
SSR — x 4 9% #7 +3 * a 5 
+ = 2 - l * * * 1 £ af 9 
r 1 : 


They "are Naber rel d in es wy. 
| 3 n of Which is determin d by the common uſe 
0 Langua e Or. elſe, in Words, of them- 
\ 75 capable of different Senſes, but the ſenſe 
9 which is determin'd by the Church in ſome 
or other of her publick Acts Or, laſtly, in 
Tuch, as are, in neither of theſe reſpects, de- 
iermin'd and reſtrain d. The former Caſe 
| hath nothing to do with the preſent Queſtion: 
And as to the Laſt, the Articles being ſup- 


A 7 vs © "qo d to be indleterminate, the Subſcription kt 


e ſo top; and therefore, the Church having 


's; 1 Cxacted nothing ſpecial; the Subſcriber may 


abound i in his gyn Senſe: In this Inſtance he 
may be allow d to interpret the Articles a- 
8 to his own ſenſe of Scripture ; the 
ords being ſuppos d, according to common 
uſe, capable of ſuch a Meaning. But what we 
maintain is this; that in the Second Caſe, 
where the Meaning of the Articles is already 
fix'd by ſome publick Act of the Church, there 
no Liberty can be allow'd of altering the Senſe 
of it, and of adjuſting it to our own Interpre- 
tations of Scripture. And this may be main- 
taind, as by the Argument before inſiſted 
on, ſo alſo by This; that He who ſubſcribes 
One Article, equally ſubſcribes the reſt ; and 
what is more, equally profeſſes Submiſſion 
to every other Determination of the Church: 
To ſubſcribe therefore in a Senſe, ſuppos d 
to be agreeable with Scripture, but at the ſame 


time inconſiſtent with other Ecclefiaſtical De- 
| ter- 
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bo Thus I have gone thro wit {the 

=o Heads propos d; and ſhall only Add 
ene V. know theſe things arg me:. if, uſt 
"ihe them ; if we neither queſtion an evident” 


- Wl chority, —nor diſpute againſt a reaſonable 1 | 
de. junction, —nor, under the Shew of Compliant a . 
defeat the very End and Deſgn of tlie 122 * 1 15 . 

n. junction. A good Man will be Cautious, burt 
ups not Subtle : He will firſt examine with n-. 
oft MW 2-rtiolity and Care, and then” Subſcribe with | 
ng Sincerity and Plainneſs. May no Conteg 
> of the contrary Practice be ever. juſtly made 
0 againſt the Clergy of our Church : e 
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